The Athenian Mercury: 


MNunib. 29. 


— —~ 
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7™ 


Queft. Ray give your Anfwer to the following 
Queftions, occasioned by a Story in Ma- 


ther's Wirch-book, about a Man rhat ap- 
peared to his Brother at Bofton : 

1. Since al Cogitation hath {ome motion of the Body con- 
comisant ; whether when the Body in death is wholly motion- 
le(s, the Soul after its feparation mujt not be wholly thought- 
befs ? 
‘ Whether the Spirits of men leaving this earthly Body, 
be not immediately united to {ome other more fubtle Body ? 

3. Whether Ghofts be the very Perfons of thofe men depart- 
ed this Life, whom they refemble when they appear ? or the 
Similitude only of the departed be afjumed by fome other 
Spirit ? 

4. Whether Ghofts have local motion ? 

5. Whether they have any motion per Saltum, 7. e. moving 
fucceffively thro A,B, C, they can skip D,E,F, ec. and 
rifeupatZ. A, B,C, D,E,F, ee. Zz. 

6. If not, then how was it poffible for the Man that was 
murdered in England, to appear to his Brother at Bofton in 


the InSlaxt of his Death, or near upon the {ame Instant, when 
thofe two places are dijtant 3000 miles ? 

Ant. 1. ’Tisa very dark Expreffion, that all Cogi- 
tation bath fome Motion of the Body Concomitant. ‘Tis plain 
People mav think upon their Pillow, and have no 
motion at all, unlefs you call that of the Lungs and 
Pulfe a motion ; that of the Lungs may alfo be reftrain’d 
+ holding the Breath, but the Circulation of the 
Blood can never be hindered ( tho it may be made to 
move very flow ) till the feparation of Soul and Body : 
But fuppofing you mean the laft, We Anfwer, that 
Thought does net depend upon that Motion, fince that 
Motion is made by degrees, bute Thought is perform’d 
allat once. “Tis impoffible to leave one Subjeét, and 
apply the Mind to another, fo that there can be any, 
even the leaft_ moment of time elaps’d in the Exchange ; 
therefore the mind is independent of fuch a motion. If 
you pleafe to exprefs your felf more intelligibly, you 
may have a fuller Anfwer; in the mean time, that the 
Soul can think wholly independert of the Body, We re- 
ferr you to a {mall Treatife publifh'd by Mr. Duatca, in- 
tituled, A Dialogue between 42 Modern Atheijt and his 
Friend. 

2, ‘Tis the Opinion of a great many, both Divines 
and Philotophers that they do; but that there’s no 
neceflity of it, is allo evinced in che faid Treatife. 

3. ‘Tis improper to fay Ghofts may be the very Per- 
fons of men departed this Life: Since perfonality confifts 
not only in the Spirit. ‘Tis true indeed, we fay the Soul 
is the form of the Body,fince I am {till the fame perfon,whe- 
ther young, old, fair, deform’d, maim’d, eve. being ftill 
actuated by the fame Soul: But in Anfwer to the Que- 
ftion, We fay, That fuch Apparitions are (as appears 
moft probable to us, elpecially where Apparitions have 
been for good Ends and Defigns ) the very Spirit of the 
departed that aflumes and forms a Vehicle according to 
the proportion and figure of the Body which ir has lajd 
afide. 

4,5, and 6, Depend upon one another, and therefore 
may have this Anifwer for all, Thae Spirits have no 
Local Motion, but move ali at once, like a mans thought. 
I can think of London, and then of Ire/and, without 
ftopping at the Sea or any interjacent Town ; the Reafont 
1s evident, the World »1 Spirits, and their feveral Opera- 
tions come not under our Definitions, nor are they ty’dto 
the Rules and Laws of what we call Matter and Motion ; a 
Spirit being indivifible, and having no parts, takes not up 
@pointofipaceat once, and that merry Expreffion, that 
athouland Spirits mizht dance upon the point of a Needle, is 
Philotophically true ; and therefore in motion a Spirit 
Rot taking upon any fpace, cannot by motion meafure 


firft one fpace than another, or move ina line made up- 

of points ; and therefore moves ( forgive the Expref= 

fion, which as I faid before comes not up to the Na- 

ture of a Spirit ) all at once. 

A Queft. I defire the Solution of thefe 4 following Que- 
10S: 

7. Whether time be infinitely divifible, or only in mo- 
ments ? 

. 8. Whether the Extenfion of the Univerfe be finite or In- 
mite tid , 

9 ether every, even the leaft affignablepart of Mat- 
ter be infinitely divifible, or not ? ih srt saath 

10; Whether there be an extream degree of {wiftne{s and 
flowne{s, or not ? 

Anjw. 1: ‘Tis infinitely divifible by its Author, or 
in potention as we fay, tho a minute is not a€tually di- 
vifible by the power of Man into a million of parts. 
God Almighty indeed can do it, and (1 would not 
{peak irreverently ) he can never make any Subdivifion 
fo {mall, which he cannot yet again fubdivide and make 
{maller, and foon ad Infinitum. 

2. The Extenfion of the Univérfe is finite, becaufe cis 

material ; Matter has parts, and theretore a whole, and 
by Confequence limited. 
_ 3. As we faid before of Time, fo we fay of Matter, 
it 1s infinitely divifible in its own Nature, and by the 
Power of God; but a Man cannot divide a needles 
point intoa million of parts. Poflible tuch a divifion 
wou'd be finer than the particles of the flame of a Can- 
dle, and therefore if they were put in a brisk Circular 
Motion, they would appear like a flame ; but this di- 
greffion by the by. . | 

4 This is of the fame Nature with the laft, and che 
laft Queftion fave one, and will admit of the fame di- 
ftinétion, viz. its own Nature, the Power of God, and 
Man acting upon it. 

Queft. 11. I having feen (Gent.) fomeof your Anfwers 
to Queftions, in which Father and Son were only concern’, 
and being not a little fatisfied with them, do ask the Favour 
of your Opinion in my Cafe: My Unkle dyed, and gave bis 
Eftate both Real and Perfonal to me, but made my Father 
Executor and Guardian; the Rents, IfJues and Profits bave 
for feveral Years been received, and profufely [quandered away 
by my Father, he defires a difcharge now I am 21 years of 
Age, but gives me not a penny of money, wherefore I refufed bie 
Requeft, but have fince had {ome melancholly Reflections a 
bout it, and would willingly know whether or no I fin againft 
God, if I fue and ruine my Father by the Laws of the Land, I 
having enough left to maintain me. It is cuftomary in moft 
Cafes to beg the favour of a {peedy Anfwer, more out of Chil 
difhne{s than neceffity, but my Cafe is otherwile, becaufe my 
Father daily dunns me for a Releafe, and bourly Curfes me ~ 
the denyal; therefore a compliance will for ever Oblige Tour éc. 

An{w. So long as by your own Confeffion you have 
enough left to maintain you, we don’t fee the reafona- 
blenets of feeking after more, where the Event muft 
neceflarily produce uneafinels to your felf, and ‘the rn- 
ine of a third Perfon, efpecially your Father, who nexe 
under God Almighty gave you your Being, and by ver- 
tue of that Being put you under a Capability of enjoy- 
ing the Eftate you {peak of. ‘Tis Sin and Uncharita- 
blenefs to profecute a Debt purely for the fake of pro- 
fecution, or barely forthe Money, where the prejudice 
ot fuch a harfh way of extorting it, injures the Party 
more than the want of ic wou'd diloblige the true Own- 
er; but where a Perfon profecutes another that is not 
able to pay it, porely for Revenge, ‘tls a féolfth Im- 
piety. To lay by the concern of Religion in the Cafe, 
the Good of publick Society forbids us to be Wolves to 
one another, for fuch practices, if purfu’d by every one 
wou'd foon fhake the Body Politicke If your ioe 


be to blame, as indeed We don't fee how he can avoid 
che Imputation, it does not diflolve your Duty, there- 
fore a¢t that Nobleft Piece of Goodnefs, viz. To return 


Good tor Evil. 


Quejt. 12. T was going out of Town to my Mafter’s 
Countrey-Houfe, not many Miles from London, and on 
the Road I was met by three Men masked, one of them 
Scouted out, and the othes two came up to me, and bid 
me ftand, or 1 was a Dead Man; I was fomething ftart- 
Jed and furprifed at this unufual manner of Compliment- 
ing, but being fomewhat recovered, and confidering I 
had a great Charge of Money and Jewels, to the Value 
of zo10L. 15 5. befides other Papers of great Concern- 
ment of my Mafters, I refolved to ftand them too, but 
to Deliver nothing ; but having no Weapon either of- 
fenfive nor defenfive, fave a Tuck ina Cane, I prefent- 
ly drew it, which one of them feeing fir'd a Piftol, but 
miis’d me, and I madea Pats at him, but the Noife of 
the Piftol frighting his Horte, 1 mifsd him ; the other 
gave me a flight Wound with his Sword ; I {purring 
my Horle, I came juft even with him that fir'd his Piftoi, 
and I gave a home thruft at his Breaft, and ftuck him 
near, or at, or in the Heart, he fell down off his Horfe 
and never {pake one word, ftark Dead; the other fee- 
ing this, and perceiving the third Perfor that was on 
the Scout to give an Alarum, he fet Spurs to his Hortle, 
and rid away with all fpeed : Now there was in a 
Hedge juft over againft us, a Man that had feen the 
Skirm'th ( one of their Gang, as I fince am apt to think ) 
he comes over the Hedge on Foot and quarrel’d with 
my \Vexnon as Unlawful, and that I could not Anfwer 
the *ili.ng a Man, though in my own Defence, with 
fuch a Weapon: I fearing if I had ftayed there too long 


I mirht ha > been apprehended on the Account of my 
Tuc’ ull fpeed away, leaving the Dead Body and 
the ther ; he got ic away, and hid it or buried 
it, t one see it afterwards. 

Que ‘4 Mfan on the King’s High-way or in the Street 
Affisics me, berber I might nov draw a Tuck in my own De- 


fence ? If I kill him that thus Afjaults me with my Tuck, 
am 1 lyable to any Punifhment for my Tuck? if I am, pray 
what is the Punifhbment ? 

Anfw. This isa ftrange Relation, and we muft fup- 
pole that ‘tis either Matter of Fact, and that the Party 
concerii'd had a mind to be enroll’d for an Example t 
future Ages, or elfe that the Defign under the Notion of 
a Romance,is to demand whether a Piftol or a Tuck is the 
moft dangerous and unlawful Weapon to Kill an affail- 
ing High-way-mag with: Truly We are not for ftand- 
ing fill by any means, and have our Throats cut 5 Tuck- 
ing, Piftolling or Bafilisking to Death, if offible, is ve- 
ry fair Play in fuch Cafes. The Law of Nature, and 
other Laws built on that, will Warrant the A@tion. 


Queft. 13. Gentlemen, I thought I might fo far have 
prefum'd upon your Candour and Ingenuity, as to flatter my 
(elf with the hopes of not being difappointed in my Expectati- 
ons from you, of {ome Anfwer at leaft, to what I defir'd in re- 
lation to the Books which I Lately begg’d you to put meina 
way of procuring. I am yet willing to think, fince you take 
no Novice of it, that my Letser might poffibly fall fhort of your 
Hands ; bowever, I take the Confidence to renew my Appli- 
cation to you, that you will in your next Mercury inform me 
bow I may come by thefe Books, which I have in vain fought 


for bitberto.? ! 


u. French. 
Defcartes of Light, Printed fince his Death. 
Perrault’s Tentamina Phyfica. In French. 
Merfenaus's Cogitata Phytico-Mathematica. 
The Life of Mr. Sorbiere, and his Letters. 
The 34. Vol. of Defcartes’s Epift. 
Huetias’s Writings. 
Hugenivs's, if any. 
Galilew’s Dial. de motu. 
Caffinus’s Writings, if any. 
Picard de menfura terra. 
Phalaris Epitt. 
De Chals de Elaterio. 


Mounfieur Romer. 
Roehault’s Pofthumous Works. 
And 
Dr. Wallis's Arithmetick of Infinites, for another 
Gentleman. i 


beg you will give me fome Intimation concerning all, or 2s 
many as you cam of them, and you will infinitely Oblize 
your very Humble Servant ? ; . 

Anfw. Thofe Bookfellers, or others that are Willing 
to part with any of the Catalogue above {pecified are 
defired to give Notice of ‘em to Mr. Dunton at the ka- 
ven in the Poultrey, for the Information of this Gentle. 
man, whofe Pardon We beg, if We tell him he is the 
firft, and muft be the laft, whofe Catalogue comes is, 
to the body of our Mercury, fince there are other Me. 
thods enough for Procuration. 


G The Compiler of the LADIES DICTION AR} 
( fince he gave Notice of chat Undertaking ) has re- 
ceiv‘d feveral Love Secrets, both from Virgins and 
Batchellors, as alfo the pleafant Confeffions ry i New 
Married Couple, all which when reduc‘d to their 
proper Heads in the faid DICTIONARY, wil] be a 
very Pleafant Entertainment to ail Ladies and Bat- 
chellors ; who if they have any thing further by 
em upon Love, Marriage, the Behaviour, Drefs and 
Humours of the Fair Sex, are defired {peedily to fend 
it to Smith's Coffee-Houfe in Stocks. Market, Dire&. 
ed For the Undertaker of the LADIES DICTIONAKY. 

This is allo co give Norice, That all Quifti- 

ons relating to Leve and Marriage thall be Vi'vekly 

Anfwerd in our Mercury, if tent to the above. 

mention‘d Coffee-Houfe. 


—— 


To Morrow will be Publithe 


or A” Account of the Conver fiioz of Theo- 

& dore John, a late Teacher among 
the FEWS, together with his Confeffion of the 
Chriftian Fatth which he delivered immediate- 
ly before he was Baptized in the prefence of the 
Lutheran Congregation in the German-Churchin 
Little Iriity-Lane, London. By Foln Efdras Ed- 
zara, Miniiter to the faid Church, on the twen- 
ty third Sunday after Trinity, being the 31th. of 
Oétober, in the Year of our Lord God 16692. 
Tranflated owt of High Dutch ito Englifh. 
Licenfed and Entered according to Order. 
Printed for John Dunton at the Raven in the 
Poultrey. Price 6 d. 


a Conference betwixt a Modern Atheift and his 

Friend. By the Methodizer of the Second 
SPIRA. Price6éd. This Book is Printed in the fame 
fize with the Second Spira, that they might Bind up to- 


gether. 

€& “P"He Second Volume of The Poft-Boy robb'd of his 
Mail, or the Pacquet broke open: To which 

are added feveral Ingenious Letters lately fent by feve- 

ral Gentlemen and Ladies to the Perfons concern’d in 

this Frollick ; as alfo Copies of thofe Private Letters 

that lately pafs'd between —— with Ofervations upon 

each Letter. Price bound 2 s. 6 d. 

or" THe TRYALS of feveral WITCHES lately Execu- 
_ted in New-Englend, and of feveral remarka- 

ble Curiofities therein Occurring. By Cotton Mather. 

Publifhed by the Special Command of the Gover- 

nour. 

CF THe Fourth Edition of The New Martyrology, or 
Bloody Affizes, 8zc. Containing feveral Speech- 

eS, Letters, Elegies, atid New Difcoveries ( fent out of the 

WEST ) ne’re Printed before. 

All four Printed for Fobm Dunton at the Raven in the 
P oultrey. 
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Ot Jounton at the Raven in the Ponltrey, 1693. 


